UK Society for Biomaterials

CONSTITUTION

1. Title
The Society is a non-profit-making organisation known as the “UK Society for Biomaterials” hereinafter referred to as the UKSB.

2. Foundation
The UKSB launch date was 6 January 2000. The Society was launched with the support of a joint Working Party between the Institute of Materials (IoM) and the Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine (IPEM). The Working Party agreed unanimously that the establishment of a United Kingdom Society for Biomaterials was appropriate and timely.

3. Aims of the UKSB
· To promote the multi-disciplinary field of biomaterials

· To provide a forum for fostering the community concerned with biomaterials within the UK

· To encourage exchange information within and without the Biomaterials community

· To promote the undergraduate and postgraduate teaching of biomaterials

· To promote the views of the biomaterials community

· To provide meetings and other activities designed to assist in the education of engineers, scientists and clinicians  with an interest in biomaterials

· To encourage the participation of members in European and international Biomaterials Societies.

4.
Administration of the UKSB
4.1 Administrative support for the UKSB shall be provided by IoM or other organisation under terms of an agreement approved by Council.

5. Status of the UKSB
The UKSB will have its own identity and will be governed by its constitution, with its President and Council.

6.
Finance

6.1 Appropriate accounts shall be kept.

6.2 The financial year of the UKSB shall end on 31 December in each year.

6.3 Audited accounts will be presented at the AGM to members of the UKSB for approval.

7.
Membership
7.1 There will be two categories of membership: full membership and student membership.

8. Management
8.1 The affairs of the UKSB shall be governed by a Council, all the elected members of which shall be members of the UKSB.

8.2 The Council shall include the President, the immediate past President, President elect who shall act as Vice-President, Secretary and a Treasurer.  Council officers will be elected by the council from the present council membership following nomination and voting. To be eligible for council office nominees should have been on the council for not less than one year. 

8.3 The Council shall consist of:



The officers referred to in Rule 8.2 (above)



Six Ordinary Members elected at the AGM.



One student representative elected at an appropriate meeting

8.4 The Council may, by resolution, co-opt a maximum of three additional Members. The quorum of a Council meeting shall be five, at least three of who shall not be officers (Rule 8.2).

8.5
Elections shall be annually. Ordinary members of Council shall be elected for two years. Maximum continuous term of office normally shall be:



Member of Council
five year



Secretary and Treasurer
three years



President
two year



Student representative
one year. 

9. Elections
9.1 Call for nominations for council membership shall be three months before the AGM. Closing date for nominations shall be two months before the AGM. Nominations shall require a proposer and seconder and shall include a statement from the nominee that they agree to stand. All shall be paid up members of UKSB. Ballot papers shall be sent out one month before the AGM stating the closing date, which shall be at least two weeks later. Voting shall be by simple majority.

9.2 At least thirty clear days notice shall be given of each Annual General Meeting and of any other General Meeting.

10. Interpretation and amendment of constitution
10.1 The Council of the UKSB shall be the sole authority for the interpretation of these Rules and any regulations made thereunder. These rules may be added to, repealed or amended by resolution of a General Meeting. Notice of such a meeting and any changes shall have been given according to Rule 9.3 provided that three quarters of the members present, and entitled to vote, are in favour. Voting shall be by show of hands unless at least ten members demand a secret ballot.

10.2 Any proposed changes to the constitution shall be notified to the secretary at least two months before the AGM supported by at least ten members of the Society, for a distance ballot at the time of the election. Any changes to the constitution shall be supported by 55% of those voting.
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